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* following Diſcourſe v was meant for 
the benefit of the Congregation, before 


whom it was preached ; and at the time the 
Author had no intention of its appearing in 
public. It was delivered extempore, and if 
it be not ſo methodically arranged as a writ- 
ten Sermon, yet it will be found to contain 
very bold and energetic- language, and the 
moſt ſtriking traits of a Heaven-taught mind. 
Although it is now publiſhed for a charitable 
end, yet it is to be ſincerely hoped it will 
anſwer more purpoſes than one, and that the 
Divine Emanuel, whoſe bleſſed name it has 
a tendency to exalt, will give it a favourable 
reception to the hearts of the people. | 
May the ſupine ſinner be rouſed, and the 
mourning Saint conſoled. My Reader! con- 
ſider this ſubjett without prejudice. There 
are two things of the laſt importance to us 
all—the Doctrines and Ordinances of G _ 
which, as Chriſtians, it is our duty ü- 
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6 8 to love, 7 embrace, and ear- 
neſtly contend for. If, therefore, the following 
pages ſhould effect or increaſe the true hap- 

irieſs of one Chriſtian—if love to the ſouls of 

domeſtics, dear friends, and relations—if love 
to our countrymen and the whole Church of 

God, but above all, if love to our Lord 

and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, his doctrines and 

pure ordinances be promoted and expanded, 

Ae Author will have a oe reward. 
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SERMON. 
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SERMON. 


My BELOVED BRETHREN, 


" E preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews a 
| 4 ſtumbling block and unto the Greeks 
cc fooliſhneſs—but unto thoſe who are called both 
“ Jews and Greeks—Chriſt the power of God ar 
* Chriſt the wiſdom of God.” It is frequently 
taken for granted, that true wiſdom conſiſts in a 
general acquaintance - with men and things—with 
heathen philoſphers and fine writers. If we meet with 
a man who hath ſtudied authors both ſacred and 
prophane.—If he hath treaſured up in his memory 
the beauties of the ſublime Homer—If he be maſter 
of the eloquence of a Cicero, and acquainted with the 


tender figures of a Virgil—If this man hath ſtudied 


the modern Claſſics — If he be verſed in Milton, 
Young, Edwards, Addiſon, Hervey, and others, we 
ſhould conſider him a very wiſe man, his mind ap- 
pears to be ennobled, his taſte refined, and too fre- 
quently ſo far refined that he cannot reliſh the plain 


ſimple truths of the goſpel and the grace of God. I 


do not mean to inſinuate any thing againſt learning, 
when it has not a bad tendency ; but the common 


and fatal error lies in taking learning for wiſdom. 


Men generally account that wiſdom which is at beſt 
a mere ſpeculative opinion floating in the head. The 


bible declares that true wiſdom conſiſts in the princi- 


ples 


ples of grace being emplanted in the heart. This is 
tze beſt authority to go by, and the ground of all 


| 


proper diſtinction between learning and wiſdom, And 
I will only ſay, that if we poſſes the latter, we ſhall 
find it will have a tendency to allay our thirſt after 
. worldly knowledge and human attainments : whereas 
if we Ho only the former, it will merely contribute 
to pleaſe the fancy, while wiſdom reforms the heart, 
betters the man, and opens to his views proſpetts of 


happineſs beyond the preſent: ſtate. True wiſdom 
will not only do this, but it will alſo mortify your pride, 


-put you out of conceit of yourſelf, and point yqu to 
a God in Chriſt Jeſus. It will create in your breaſt 


ſuch a longing after him, that the more you know the 
more you will deſi re to know of him; or, in the langu- 
age of the text, you will follow on to know the Lord, 
daily diſcovering more light and life, infinite heauty 
and true holineſs. It will tranſport you to a glowing 


generous zeal, and as it were ſet you all on fire, in 


order to quench your everlaſting thirſt to become 
better and better acquainted with God and his Chriſt. 
When men, therefore, preach and do not point out 
Jeſus as the grand object of all wiſdom, they muſs the 
mark, and all their preaching is vain. My dear 


like that of knowing Jeſus, which will cauſe ſuch 
warmth of affection in your hearts, ſuch ſpiritual 
ſenſibility in your ſouls, ſuch a deadneſs to the 
world and all its periſhing objects, that you will be 


glad to receive him as your only hope of ſalvation, 


and, conſequently, the only ſource of your real wil- 
dom, your happineſs and joy. 

I ſhall only obſerve as introduQory to the things 
before us, that our text and its connection, is deſigned, 
as it were, to manifeſt the amazing mercy and tender- 


neſs 


* 
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friends, you can have no viſdom like that of being 
viſe unto ſalvation; you can have no knovledge 
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nefs of God, by way of contraſt with the baſe ng | a. 


tizade and vile idolatry of his people. 
_ - Oppoſites you know have a 


traſted with vice that ſhews us its horrid deformities. 


It is midnight darkneſs that makes the bright light of | 


the morning appear ſo pleaſing; and not to mention 


a variety of others; the bible in every part, and 


atmoſt in every paſſage, eſpecially throughout the 
the prophets, ſeems calculated to manifeſt the infinite 
goodneſs of God, and the infinite gratitude of man 
Sin is repreſented in the moſt deſtruttive light, and 
grace, almighty grace, is repreſented in the moſt 


owing colours. The human race are defciibed as 


wretched and vile, but Jeſus Chriſt is exhibited as 
Almighty to fave, and offering ſalvation to the vileſt 
of the vile. This is taking hold of one of the lead- 


ing ideas of the ſubject; and as though Jehovah ſhould 


fay, Ye my profeſſing people are guilty of every 
abomination; your amazing attachments to this pre- 
fent evil world, cauſe you to depart from my ſtatutes. 
You are apt ta fall into the moſt atrocious tranſgreſ- 
ſions by the {lighteſt temptation. - You imbibe doc- 
irmal errors which corrupt my truths. You flatter 
me with your lips, but diſhonour me with your hearts. 
You are guilty of the groſſeſt ſuperſtitions in worſhip, 
and you fall down before ſtocks and ſtones, and you 
hold communion even with Beelzebub himſelf. Your 
infinite vileneſs and degeneracy call for the tremen- 
dous judgements denounced by my prophets to be in- 
fied upon you; but my eternal defigns of mercy 
ſhall ſtand ; my mind is immutably fixed; for my go- 
ing forth is prepared as the morning; and I will come 
unto you as the former and latter rain, and as the dew 
on the new mown grals. 


A2 4 


one another to advantage. It is virtue when con- by 


| e 
As Ifrael like, too many of us, was vile, inſenſible, 
proud, ſuperſtitious, and 'idolatrous; reigning grace 


did much more abound in their juſtification; ſantik- 


cation, and exaltation, and if you poſſeſs, my friends, 
the ſaving knowledge of God, our dear Saviour, which 
I have juſt deſcribed, it will have a tendency to 
mortif/ your corruptions, to wean you from earthly 
purſuits, to cure you of ſuperſtitious notions, and de. 
ſtroy thoſe infidel principles which war againſt the 
ſoul, and ſtrike at the invaluable glories of the goſpel 
of God. | TN Em HO Fi 
In conſidering this ſubjeft, I ſhall endeavour to at- 
tend to the three following propoſitions : Firſt of all, 
to ſhew in what ſenſe the Almighty Redeemer, wha 
I conceive to be particularly introduced by my text, 
may be ſaid to come to his people. Secondly, how | 
his coming may be- compared to the morning; and 
Thirdly, how you may know whether He has come to 
you as the latter and former rain on the earth. * 
1 propoſed to endeavour to ſhew in the firſt place, 
in what ſenſe Jehovah Jeſus may be ſaid to come 
unto his people.—He is ſaid to come as the ſhowers 
of rain on the earth; and here you ſee the Almighty 
condeſcends to ſpeak according to our feeble appre- 
henſions of things, in order to let us know the doc. 
trines of truth and of our eternal joy. The language 
of our text is metaphorical, and therefore philoſophi- 
cally improper, in repreſenting the Deity-as changing 
his ſituation, for local motion is not proper to the 
Divine Nature. You know God is every where—he 
fills immenfity—he'is in every corner of his vaſt em- 
pire at one and the ſame moment of time. He reigns - 
in hell by flaming juſtice, and he governs with the 
moſt exact certainty throughout the prodigious ſpace of 


the ſolar ſyſtem—and will Jeſus then, the mighty God, 


come and dwell with miſerable men on the earth? 
Behold Heaven, and the Heayen of Heavens, cannot 
| contain 
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E11 
contain him! Vet be takes up his abode in the broken 
heart, and his delights are with the ſons of men. The © Þ 

Prophet Micah ſpeaks of Emanuel as one whoſe go 
ings forth have been from of old from everlaſting. So 
Perſonality and eternal perſonal acts are aſcribed to 
him. WE a eo Is; 2 

Jehovah Jeſus is alſo repreſented as coming to his i 
people in a way of coyenant mercy and faithful pro- 9 
miſe. I love in preaching the Goſpel, to begin where 
the Almighty himſelf began, and that is in eternity. 
I am fully perſuaded there is no idea more conſolitary, 
and of greater importance than this; and hence we 
find throughout the Scriptures, that when the ſpirit is | 
mentioned, we are pointed to Jeſus as our only hope; 
and alſo when the Father is mentioned, in a way of 
covenant relation with the Son, we are ſhe wn the me- 
diation of .Jeſus with the Father; ſo that Jeſus is e- 
ſigned as the grand cauſe of all things. Is it not pe- v 
culiarly animating to conſider, that when God foreſaw .M 
we ſhould ruin ourſelves by the blackeſt ingratitude 
and rebellion, he laid help on one that 1s mighty to 
ſave; who, touched with the tendereſt ſympathy for 
our diſtreſſes, left the celeſtial abodes above, affamed 
our nature, and became a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief; and though he was conſtantly 
employed in doing good, yet he ſuffered the ach 
poverty and wretchedneſs. His viſage was marred 
more than any man's, he was beaten, buffetted, and pit 
upon and at laſt, like a ſweet blooming flower, in the | 
meridian of its beauty, reſigned himſelf in the very 1 
prime of manhood, to the ignominious death of the 
croſs, and ſuffered like a common male factor; thus | 
magnanimously becoming a ranſom for thoſe, who had 
merited ſhame and everlaſting damnation. Surely the 
heart of the penitent ſinner muſt glow with gratitude 
and burn with love at this affecting repreſentation o 
| | the 
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73 > the 1 ſufferings and love; while the he | 
3 2 * . 5 ſelf-righteous, and ſelf-ſufficient infidet wut 
|, tremble and ſtand aloof at the amazing judgments of 

© God, fo folemnly and pointedly fet "againſt him im. 


ures; in all their awful and tremendous 


the feript 


attire. Let whoever will be aſhamed, I hope I never. 
Hall, in pleading the dignity of his 3 charaRter,. | 


and defending it from all the atrocious cafumnies of 
prone mfidels, phariſees, and phitoſophers. Oh 
eſſed ſeſus! thou formedſt from all eternity thy gra- 


cious defigns of mercy. Thou ever liveſt to 
' plead the — of thy people. Thou art as merciful 

10 hear as mighty to ſave, Thou inſpireſt the droop- 
| — r of thy flock with increaſing confidence and 


and thou giveſt thy people growing perſeve- ' 


— holy. magnanimity, with burning zeal. May 


you, therefore, my dear hearers, abandoning all 


hopes of future happineſs, from every other fource, 
have unſhaken confidence in the dear Redeemer's 


blood, and be willing to be faved through the man 
chat was flain, I expect this one principle, which is 


received by faith, — warmed in the heart by ſpiri- 
wal affection, will be my great ſupport when I can 
preach no more: fixed unchangably in my mind, it 
will prepare me for, and ſupport me under, the 


5 ſhocks of impending diſſolution, and buoy up my 


foul in all its laſt agonies. 

The next fenſe in which our covenant Redeemer 
may be ſaid to come to his people, is by way of help 
— con'olation: have you not, my dear fellow ſinners, 
frequently found this idea true in experience? When 

ou have felt that hideous monſter, that primitive elf, 
called original-fin, gnawing in your boſom, and eat- 
ing up the vital grounds of your hope: when you 
have been ready to deſpair on account of the corrup- 


tion of your nature: has it not been matter of great 
conſolation 


* 


if 924-3] „* 

conſolation to you, that God has promiſed to juſtify 
the ſinner in a way of covenant mercy; I ſay, when 
you reflect that God ſtands engaged to you by his moſt 
glorious eſſence; by all his divine attributes; by bis 


moſt ſolemn oaths, and faithful promiſes, to ſubdue 


your iniquities, to bring your turbulent wills into exact 
uniſon and conformity with his glorious will, —that he 
is 8 to condutt you to the enjoyment of that in- 
exhauſtible mine of inexpreſſible joy, which was formed 
before the foundation of the world. Oh yes! I am ſure 


it muſt, and every believer has more or leſs of this, 


experience, in proportion to which ke finds his old 
man dies away, and his proſpetts before him brighten 
up with increaſing ſatisfaction: to conſider that 
God has thus engaged to deliver him in a way of 
federal relation or covenant love. In this manner 
he will animate you to ſurmount difficulties and 
dangers in your way to the kingdom. For you have 
not a foe, nor a corruption, you have not an inter- 


nal or corporeal adverſary, but the covenant neceſſa- 


rily implies its deſtruction; and, be aſſured, that not- 
withſtanding all the conſpiracies of men and devils, 
he will certainly bring you to glory.—Oh then come 
draw near to the throne, and let ſmiling mercy dawn 
like the morning on your benighted ſoul. Come ye 
poor, accept the treaſures of the eternal covenant, the 
riches, unſearchable riches of our divine Emanuel. — 
Come ye blind, receive the all reviving light of life. — 
Come ye heavy laden, helpleſs ſouls, embrace the 
full and free Klvation of the Lamb, that bled on 


Calvary's top.— Tremble ye obnoxious criminals. 
Flee, flee. to the righteouſneſs of an incarnate God, 
and every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters 
of eternal life. 

God, our covenant father, is repreſented as coming 


to his people in another ſenſe, I mean when he 
| actually 


, 


\ ** 


( . ] 
aftually authorized his ſon tor come into che world, I 
to 2 ſinners from ſin and everlaſting woe, The 
ſeriptures repreſent him as delighting to come and 
dwell with his people, reconciled by Chrilt's lacrifice. 
Luke I. ver. 56—79. + 
I have been much pleaſed with a Ariking idea, I 
found in a good writer, which I would recommend 
to each of you; it is extremely applicable to this 
part of my ſubjeR. ing of the Father's eternal 
deſigns of mercy, he ſays, It is as much as if he had 
come himſelf, when. he autborized hig fon to come, 
and moſt undoubtedly i in this — it was ſo, ſince 
Jeſus is equal to his facher in 03. in honour, and 
er. How then, my inc, all we eſcape, if 
_— ſuch a Saviour? or gie ſo great ſal- 


—— 
When Jeſus ſent his —4 Spirit to teſtify theſe 
truths in the conſciences of his diſciples and people, 
he might be ſaid to come to them, and in this ſenſe 
he may alſo be ſaid to come to us; but here a very 
important queſtion ariſes—Has the holy Spirit teſtified 
the truth of God to your eonſeienees, and convinced 
— there is no hope for ſalvation but in his way? 
ut, I beſeech you, this queſtion ſenouſly home, this 

| morning, and beware of truſting in any ſpeculative 
' acquaintance with the covenant of truth; for remem- 
ber, that unleſs the Spirit of Jeſus be in you, you are 
none of his, and of courſe you have no concern in 
any of thoſe bleſſed conſequences, which reſult from 
this moſt glorious covenant that I have been men- 
tioning If you be not intereſted therein; you can- 
not reaſon from the declarations of God. perſonally 
for yourſelves, unleſs you feel the effects on your 
own hearts and conſciences, which can only. be 
vhen the operations of the glorious Spirit take place 
I would have you take care, my friends, that your 
. convictions 


= 


SV 


conviQtions. and impreſſions be not like the blooming 
trees in ſpring, which ſeem fair and beautiful, and pro- 
miſe many delicious fruits, but how ſhort the pleaſing 
roſpett] they decline, they wither, they die, they 
h but if the holy Spirit bath teſtified the truths of 

| God to your hearts, then you are awakened to a 
' ſenſe of your fin, and a ſenſe of your danger; you 


are willing to fly to Jeſus as your only hope, You 
ſee the glory, you feel the power and purity of the 


goſpel doftrines, as oppoſed to pernicious. error; 
you are ſatizfied with a mediatorial religion, the belt, 
the laſt, and only reſource for a guilty ſoul. Sin to 
you is like the poiſon of Aſps, a curſed law of deep 
rooted depravity, warring againſt your ſoul, your 
peace, your hope, and your God. You will reſt on 
the Spirit for ſanQification, as well as on the Saviour 
for ſalvation, You are awakened by the Spirit, and 
alive to God, your dear covenant Father, and 
burn with a generous ardour for a diſplay of the gol- 

| of grace in the ſalvation of your dear fellow 
inners. 

The Almighty Redeemer comes to his people when 
they are waiting upon him in his houſe, and the 
means of his appointment, All thoſe ideas I have 
mentioned are deſigned to centre here. It is in the 
ways of the Lord he delights to meet with his people, 
This is what we wiſh to bring you to, by our preach- 
Ing, in order that you may enjoy. ſenfible communion 
with God, and be enlightened in the glorious doctrines 
of the goſpel. Men of refined ideas whoſe heads 
are full of the wit, learning, -and wiſdom of this 
world, are never willing to commune with God in the 

perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. And why ? becauſe the God of 


this world hath blinded their eyes that they ſhofild not 


ſee; they can diſcoyer no beauties in the goſpel ſcheme 


of ſalvation. They can ſee none of thoſe charming 
| | 4 traits, | 


* * 
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which were ſo eminently diſplayed in the 
charatter of the bleſſed Emanuel. But oh! how 
ſweet are the ordinances of the goſpel to a ſenſible 
ſinner. When God ſays to him, Seek my face, and 
ye ſhall find it, immediately there is ſomething con- 
veyed to his ſoul, which tranſports. him, as it were, 
beyond himſelf; ſomething which acts in uniſon wih 
with the heavenly call, while the Spirit of divine love 
ſets him on a glowing generous flame, which gives him 
life and beauty, melody and ſweetneſs, energy and 
glory, and he mounts, as it were, on the wings of 
_ eagles, he finds that when God comes to him, it is 
delightful going to Gd. 
There is another ſenſe in which the Lord comes to 
his people; and that is, when he firſt teaches them to 
enjoy communion with him in a way of religious chaſ- 
tiſement. And here let me charge you againſt the com- 
mon error of murmuring when your covenant Father 
lays his rod upon you. If he permit Satan to rack 
your ſpiritual ſenſibility, or a ghaſtly diſtemper to cat 
away your vitals gradually, you are apt to-conclude 
he is about to deſtroy you; but ah, my friends, you 
ate chaſtened of the Lord, that you may not be con- 
demned with the world. The ſevereſt chaſtiſements of 
his fatherly love, are ſome of his moſt eminently 
_ uſeful viſitations. Did he ever lay his rod upon you, 
and not ſanctify you by it? Did he ever leave you to 
ſingle combat in ſpiritual conflict, and ſacrifice you to 
your enemy? Oh remember his faithfulneſs, his love, 
his tender mercies! —confider that he who comes 
to chaſten, will ſupport you under, fave you from, 
and ſanQtify you by all your grievous tribulations. 
Diſconſolate, bereaved Jacob, when ſurrounded by 
dark and miſterious Providences, was conſtrained to 
cry out, „ All theſe things are againſt me,” but 
eventually he found that all his afflictions wrought 
. 1 together 
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i for his good. You know, dene We* foveral . 


ingredients in a medeeine, which if taken ſpecifically, 
would probably prove hurtful, but when e are all 
compounded honing by a ſkilful hand, they become 


7; very ſalutary and beneficial. So it is in taking a view 


of our. corporeal trials, our 9 conflicts, our 
fears and doubts, the terrors of juſtice, the j ja 
of providence, and the fiery 
which you think have a tenden 
whereas they all work together for 
who love God, and are called 6 pun to his pur- 
e, Komans viii, ver. 28. Therefore do not be 
iſmayed ; all will end well at laſt; though God may 
previouſly chaſten yon for your iniquites, your in- 
gratitude and your impiety. 
I will only obſerve once more, that our Lord comes 
to his dear people, when he raiſes their bodies from the 
ſilent manſions of the dead. This is a very beautiful 
and animating idea which the ſacred prophet ſo won- 
derfully expreſſes under the inſpiration of the ſpirit. 
Iſaiah xxvi. 4.9, * Thy dead men ſhall live.“ It ſeems 
to be {if I am not miſtaken) a kind of promiſe to the 


* ruin you, 


Mediator in his mighty exertions, and the ſubſequent 
words appear to me to be the anſwer the Redemer is 


meking. Yes, “together with my dead body fthall 
they ariſe.” They ſhall be raiſed up by the power of 
my victory and triumph over ſin, death and hell. 
„ Awake and ſing ye who dwell in the duſt, for thy 
dev is as the dew of herbs and the eatth ſhall caſt out 
< the dead.” In the verſe preceding our Text it is alſo 


ſaid, “ In the third day will he raiſe us up and we ſhall 


live in his fight”. Believer! ſo ſurely as Chriſt is 
riſen, ſhall thy ; Ft be raiſed from duſt 0 glory, from 
all the diſhonours of corruption, to all the glories of 
incorruption, to baſk in the ſplendor of the ſun of 
righteouſneſs for ever and ever. This is the moſt 


tranſporting ' 


Mikes of the wickatouns 
of thoſe. 
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rows and trials for a ſhort ſeaſon. Remember that Jeſu 
preſides in every ſtorm, that he who bought your body 


2 and that you will fly from world to wor 
E by the 

and layed you by the power of his omnipotent grace. 
It does not appear what you ſhall be, but your weak, 
frail, cumberſome bodies/of ſi n. and ſorrow, ere long 


ſhall be fair as the lilly, pure as the light, ſtrong as 
an angel, bright as the ſun, and laſting as the unnum- 
bered ages of eternity. Oh conſolitary thought! Oh 


come that delightful, de ſireable day, whoſe ſun. ſhall 
never go down, nor any cloud obſcure the Juſtre of 
its beams. When the kingdom of heaven will be 


opened to all believers, and Jeſus will have come | 
the ſecond time, to ous final eſtabliſhment and com- 


pleat happineſs and joy. | 

If, therefore, the God of all grace come to us by 
his precious promiſes, by his co-equal Son, by his holy 
Spirit, by his reviving ordinances, by his fearful judg- 
ments, - his fatherly chaſtiſements, by his ſtrong 


conſolations, by his almighty energy, in raiſing us 


from the grave, to regions of endleſs glory; what 
encouragement for us poor polluted; periſhing mor- 
tals, to come to him in Jeſus Chriſt, Behold, oh 
uilty man, thy God, thy Father, thy Saviour, th 
anctifier in thy own nature! A ſympathizing Fiend, 
a merciful high prieſt, -in the higheſt ſtation, in the 
midſt of the throne, now pleading thy cauſe, and 
lives for ever to fave all to the uttermoſt who come 
to God by him; read the th of Hebrews. _. 
But I muſt haſten to the ſecond thing propoſed, 


is compared to the morning, and as I have vo 
| FS ſo 


// _ tranſporting meaning of the text. Hold on alittle . 
longer my dear believing brethren, endure your ſor- 


as well as your ſoul, will give you dominion over 9 ; 
| 


ying the man who bought you with his blood, 


to conſider how the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
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your attention to employ. to the ſequel. - - 
In 2 Sam. XXiif chap. 4 ver. it 18 
« ſhall be as the light 
4 rifeth, even a mor ning 


＋ 


without clouds.“ Oh what 


_ light is one of the moſt pleaſing ſubjetts to the con- 
templative chriſtian, He views the ſun, riſing, atid 
© Tejoicing to rum his race, and ſhining in mid-day 
Nena as the. brighteſt wpfeſentation of redeeming 
love: What is ſaid of the fun iti a natural ſenſe, 
may be applied to our Jeſus in a ſpititual one; for as 
| that dazzling luminary fills the natural world with 
light and joy, and invigorates the whole creation by bis 
beams; fo Jeſus, our bleffed Sum of righteo 
+ Hluminates animates the ſpiritual world with light, 
'' life, and unutterable joy. | | 


- — — ———— — —„— ——— — Ps On N 
— 


„ There are five things implied in this part of my 


ſubject. When Jeſus is, ſaid to come as the mornin 
repreſented under the figure in our text, it ſuppoſes 
that he will come ſeaſbnably.— The morning is 
generally eſteemed the fineſt, the healthieft, and-moſt 
vigorating part of the day; and we find, in a natural 
manher, that after a very dark and tempeſtuous night, 
very often a ſweet, ſerene, and pleaſant morning luc- 
ceeds; ſo it may be faid in a ſpititual ſenſe, dark 
and difficulties may endure through the night of our 
pilgrimage, but joy and light will come in the morn- 
+ Ing; and though, my beloved, you may be ſurrounded 
by troubles and diſtreſſes, while in this ſtate, yet 
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temember they are only rn. for a world of 

light, glory, and reſt will ſoon make its appearance, 
here eternal day is connected with * bur. 

' gdly, You know the morning not only comes ſea- 


ſionabſy, but it comes frequently. Do you come as 
Often to that throhe of grace which Jefus has erefted. 

Ho often has your Lord invited you by the endearing 
\ 2 ' | - | B | . 1 
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a charming morning muſt this be! The morning 
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caſt away thy fears then, poor doubting ſoul. [Is it. . 
not time to awake out of ſleep ? Behold the time 
of your ſalvation draweth nigh; the morning now 


bluſhes on you; all things are ready. The Split 


indeed is willing, but the fleſh is weak. 


|  gdly, When Jeſus is repreſented as coming in the | 


rhorning, it ſuppoſes the abſolute certainty of his 


coming. The longeſt and moſt gloomy night has | 


its period. When, my friends, you are ſurrounded 
with afflictions, and trouble after trouble is com- 
ing upon you, and you ſee no way of deliverance, 


are you not too apt to conclude that Jeſus has for- 


gotten to be gracious ?—but why do you doubt his 


_ conſtancy and faithful love? for ere a little moment and 


the ſtorm is overpaſt; your proſpetts are changed; , 


your minds are illumined, your fears vaniſhed, the 
- . darkneſs is quite diſpelled, and you are filled with 
the light of life. | | a 
 4thly, When Jeſus is ſaid to come as the morn- 
ing, it denotes his gradual advances to the minds 
of his people in a gracious manner. My people 


if 
2 


= 
| 


6 ſhall be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, ſaith the 4 


« Lord, I will fatiate-their ſouls with my fatneſs, 
&« and fill their mouths with my everlaſting praiſes.” — 
then the righteous ſhall flouriſh as à wilderneſs, 
« and the ſolitary place ſhall rejoice, and the de- 
& ſert ſhall bloſſom as a roſe:” for when he comes, 
he will fill their ſouls with his grace, and make 


them fruitful in every good work; he will make 


them to behold his glories, taſte the ſweetneſs of 
his love, feel the invincible energy of his word, 
which are the life and ſtrength of the ſoul, the ſource 
of obedience, and the foretaſte and ſubſtance of 
glory.—When the morning of eternal purpoſes and 
promiſes hath, by the power of the Spirit, . baniſhed 
our darkneſs—may we not, with triumph, * 
1" | _ tha 


: 
: 


P” 7 
- <= als — 


— 


'Y 


_ viſit, You do _= * the — 
ing our horizon, but you believe it will appear 1 
5 forth is 


* — 0 A * N 
* " Wear * 
* by "i ur oF * ""Y Ya * 4 * KS | 
* £ 6d A . A ? \ N A * 
a4 * * * 9 \ Mp Ho * 87 ME «*. 7 * , 
7 d * — ada y - _ * 
= me = * * 7 4 . * of * 6 k * a "s \ 
. 4 © P 
be <% r * * Fa A Fx . . 
\ p I, 1 0 YA 


We 6 


chat our light and. our 15 will ſhine more and 


more unto NN day? « 
th and laſtly: When you conſider Jeſus coming 
as the morning, —It implies that he wi | repeat his 


814 


at its period. The text fays, jeſus“ going 
prepared as the morning, from whence you may 
certainly infer the renewals of his viſit. You ſhall not 


ways be in ſorrow, care, and miſery, No; for he will 


ſoon come in a way of deliverance, in a way of eternal 
conſolation to all his dear people. | 


I come now to the laſt head of my ſubjeR, to ſhew. 


how you may know whether Jeſus. has come to you 


as the latter and former rain—I ſhall begin with 


the laſt of theſe firſt; and. here I propoſe to you 


a ſolemn queſtion, which if you can anſwer, in a 
ſatisfactory manner, to your own conſciences, it will 


be a confirmation of a very capital dottrine—Has 
you come to you, my friends, as the former rain? 
at is, have you actually felt the regenerating power 


of his ſpirit? or, are you ſtill ſubjeR to the ſame luſts, 


enſnared by the ſame carnal affections you formerly 
were? Are you ſtill dead to the animating doctrines 
of the gaſpel? Can you diſcern no beauties in the 
character of the bleſſed Jeſus? Have you no reliſh 
for the ordinances of God? In ſhort, are you ſtill 
in the gall of bitterneſs and cruel bondage of fin ? 
If not, it is to be ſincerely hoped, that Jeſus has 
manifeſted himſelf to you; that he has called you 
out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, and that he 
has actually renewed you by his Spirit. And if, my 
dear hearers, he has come to you, as the former 


rain; be aſſured he wilt come to you as the latter. 


that is, he will come to you in a way. of conſolation 


and glory to all eternity, I love the doftrine of a 


holy man's perſeverance, as exhibited in this part of | 
AUO! our 
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ts him for every.conſplation in his will 
for every promiſe in his covenant, —for every 


of majeſty.and glory in his c eee every 
' "Every „ 
1 Provi 
5 e the dog 
tine naturally give riſe ph is a fine MOIRA flower 
on eyery 


rinciple of the goſpel of Cod. And if it be your 
— lot Wa take it for granted, that God in 
Chri has brought you to the enjoyment of it, and 
that He, and he alone, will finally .conduf you to 


the glory reſulting from it. It muſty therefore, e 


from a principle of divine grace in the heart, you 
muſt hold on your journey, in a way of holineſs _ 
and purity, like the way of the juſt made perſect. 
Look up to Jeſus, for ſpiritual light, make him your 
bright morning ſtar, (which is one of the beauties by 
which he is repreſented i in the ſacred volume), that, ri. 
ſing from every guiltand every corruption, you advance 
from perfection to perfection, - ſhinirfy more and 
more ue till at laſt you ſtand compleat in hea- 
ven, happineſs, and God. 

I have not time to conſider this part of my ſubject, 
ſo much as I could wiſh; I ſhall only — 25 eſus 
ſays, ( I will be as the dew unto Iſrael, and deſcend 
as ſhowers on the graſs.” xiv. Hoſea and 4 verſe. 

Our gracious Lord, ſays the devout believer,— 
& ſhall come unto us as the rain,—he walks on * 
* clouds and refreſhes us from heaven above, —— | 
on us in a thouſand ſtreams of limpid com 
and as an excellent author ſays, © and gently flows 
through every field in a tide of delight.” If he 
rain, Which falls doun from heaven on — earth, nou 
Tiſhes and makes it bring forth and bud; bow much 
mare produAiye ought our Lord's viſit to be on our 


dar text. for if-raiſes him to every, perfefiion in, the- 
Godhead, fi 


* 


ordinances 


ſou], touched with the loye of God, thirſts after Jeſus | 
as his great prophet, prieſt, and _ 1 142 
But I ſhall proceed to enquire, that if our bleſſed "fl 
Lord and Saviour comes to his people in the ſenſe ! 
have ſo imperfectly explained, how and in what frame * 
ſhould they draw near unto him? I think it almoſt 
unneceſſary to ſay to you, my, hearers, there is no 
other way of coming to jeſus but as ſinners, and here 
the queſtion, is not, how you went to God ten, twenty, 
or thirty years ago, but how do you come now? Do 
you ſtill entertain the ſame high notions of the dignity 
of your own natures and ſelf righteouſneſs? are you as 
eager for the world and as careleſs about heart reli» 
ion and cloſet devotion, as you were? If ſo, my 
iends, _it is a plain proof that you have never yet 
come, ſo as to receive the leaſt advantage, and you 
have been like broken ciſterns which hold no water: 
but the way to benefit is this—you muſt come to 
Chriſt, as made of his father, unto poor deſtitute 
wretched ſinners, wiſdom, righteouſneſs and compleat 
redemption, for he is the redeemer of the guilty, the 
juſtifier of the ungadly, the ſanRifier of the impure, 
and the glorifier of the wicked and unworthy. - 
Again, if you have in reality come to Jeſus Chriſt in 
this way, my friends, be perſuaded, fully perſuaded 
in your minds, that it is nothing leſs than the effect of 
his hayng come firſt to you in eternal covenant mer. : 
cy: thus you will have increaſing light, increaſing 
love, increafing holineſs and joy. See believer! all 3 
theſe things are for you: hut ſays the worldly o_ 
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beſt believer this morning, and aſk him, are you wiſe? 
? are you very holy?—Strong in faith, 


for he ſees that God is ſo much more to be loved, 


than he has loved him yet; that he has ſtill ſuch an 
Infinitely deal more to do; that the more he beholds 
of his Jeſus, the more he laments his own darkneſs; - 


the more he reflects on his own ability and ſtrength, 
the weaker and more vulnerable he perceives himſelf; 
and that without efficacious, animating grace, he mu 
Mill be utterly undone : this is the dottrine that makes 
the man a chriſtian, ripens him for glory, immortali- 
ty, and joy. D | Fe 


There are two things I leave unſaid, but there dis 


four I ſhall endeavour to impreſs on your conſciences, 
as they ſeem to me to ariſe from the ſubjeQ already diſ- 
cuſſed. If you know by experience, any thing of the 
nature of this ſubjeR, it follows, as an inference from 
the whole, you will build on a God in Chriſt Jeſus ; 

ou will read his word with ſimplicity and affeQtion, 
Inveſtigate its beauties with gratitude and love, and fix 


it indelibly in your memories; you will dig deeper 


and deeper into the mines of the goſpel, and in dif- 
charging theſe duties to God, you vill illuminate your 
own ſouls, and give the mind increaſing delight: 


Again, you will, if you be true chriſtians, called by 


the ſpirit, and feel the power of the truth, engage your 


very lives to defend it. You will never lend your 


ear to thoſe erroneous, infernal dottrines, which ſap 
the vital principles of religion, and cut up the whole 
foundation of our hopes for ever and ever.—Blind 
atheiſm, and boaſted modern deiſm know nothing of a 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. The former laughs at every thing 
of a providential kind, and believes all to be the effett 
of mere chance; the latter reje&s revelation, poſſeſſes 
a heart as hard as a ſtone, and is cloſe ſhut againſt 


every 


ed man, what reaſon have you to boaſt P Go to the 
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every tender emotion. Theſe are the doſtrines which 
prove ſo fatal to many in our day, and which it is ft -* 


duty, my brethren, to reſiſt with all your might, ag 


they tend to deſtroy every thing that is ſacred, deſi - 2 


ble, and valuable. . N 
It follows, as another inference from the nature of 
this ſubjett, that every believer will have a mean opi- 
nion of his own und ling; for obſerve, that unleſs © 
you firſt ſee you are fooliſh, you will never pray to be 
wiſe.—A great and learned heathen author was heard 
to ſay a little before his exit, I have made this one 
attainment, that I find I know nothing as I ought to 
do.” And be aſſured, it is not all the learning in the 
world that can make you truly wiſe, or truly perfect, 
and do you eſſential good, ſo long as you continue 
ignorant of the principles of illuminating grace, which 
will comfort and enlighten the mind, meliorate the 
heart, and renovate the ſoul; and while men and 
devils attempt to enſnare, infidels to delude, and hy- 
rites to deceive, you will, having your mind guard- 
ed by conviftion of the truth, and your affections 
ſupremely fixed, riſe ſuperior to all theſe mighty aſ- 
ſaults, and be ſoaring towards the enjoyment of heaven, 
happineſs, and God: therefore, whill the Phariſee, from 
a fine idea of his on righteouſneſs, thinks himſelf ſafe 
on his own rotten foundation ; and the Deiſt delights in 
his own vain opinions; the Enthuſiaſt in his dreams and 
impulſes; the Formaliſt in the pomps and forms of 
godlineſs, do you take encouragement to perſevere in 
the glorious race ſet before you in the goſpel ; fight 
the goog fight of faith, that you may finiſh your courſe 
witn Joy, 4. | 
8 learn from this ſubjeR, that every believer 
ſees fin in its infinite deformity and baneſul effedts, 
in conſequence of the light communicated. by Jeſus, 
as the bright ſun of righteouſneſs having appeared 
among us; and therefore, you ſee and feel there is 
nothing like the doctrine of the goſpel; you ſeek Jeſus 
Bt as 
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